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At this writing, the author, Milton Stephen Harris, re- 
sides at 911 Pennbrooke St., Owensboro, Kentucky. A 
member of St STEPHENS CATHEDRAL AND THE 
KNIGHT'S OF COLUMBUS. Priests at the church call 
me; "SCHOLAR, GENTLEMAN, and the TALENTED 
ONE." On Sundays I play the organ for the BLESSED 
SACRAMENT CHURCH, 602 Sycamore St. I[ am also 
guest organist for the TENTH STREET BAPTIST 
CHURCH, 1213 E. 10th St. Dr. H. E. Floyd and 
congregation are gracious hosts. 








INTRODUCTION 
THE NEGRO IN THE CIVIL WAR 


The part enacted by Negro troops in the War of the 
Rebellion is the romance of North American history. The 
first enlistment of Negroes was by General Hunter in 
the Department of the South in June, 1862. It was made 
without the authority of the War Department and was 
due to an emergency. General Hunter needed men. In 
the North, the Negro waiter, barber, cook, groom, por- 
ter, boot-black and laborer stood ready at the enlisting 
office. These men waited two long years before the door 
was opened. 


There was great opposition to enlisting the Negro in 
the Army. However, General Hunter spoke of the Negro 
soldier as sober, docile, attentive and enthusiastic: dis- 
playing great natural capacities for acquiring the duties 
of the soldier. They were applauded for their bravery 
and power of endurance. Washington solicited them in 
the Revolution and rewarded them. Jackson did the same 
in the war of 1812. Under both of these great captains, 
the Negro troops fought so well that they received un- 
stinted praise. 


Civil War troops were paid $13.00 per month. The 
Negro troops got $10.00. 


This essay is from a book, THE COLORED AMERI- 
CAN, owned by my grandfather, John Bell, 1864 - 1948, 
farmer of Pleasant Ridge, Kentucky. 


Another impressive figure in the war was General 
Oliver Otis Howard. Howard lived in Washington, D.C. 
and was a friend of Abraham Lincoln. Together, they 











made a plan for the founding of HOWARD UNIVERSITY 
1867. It was to be a school for the Freedmen. The first 
graduates were four white girls, daughters of the 
trustees. Howard lost his arm in battle and was a 
Baptist minister. 





General Howard's Home 
Howard Place, Washington, D.C. 
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SIMMONS 





1844 - STEPHEN SIMMONS . 1933 
My great-grandfather 








HOLMES - SIMMONS 





1838 - MILDRED SIMMONS .- 1941 
My great-grandmother 








Black Family History 


After the CIVIL WAR, my great-grandparents, Mildred 
and Stephen Simmons, were seen in a valley north of 
the Pleasant Point Baptist Church near Pleasant Ridge, 
Kentucky. 

They had acquired 90 acres on Park and Red Hill 
Roads. Stephen had served in the U.S. CAVALRY during 
the war. Mildred had a daughter, Sallie Jackson (Higgs) 
by a slave master. 


Later their children were; twin girls, Malinda and 
Katherine, 1875, and a son, Erick Simmons. Aunt Sallie 
married Jeff Higgs and was a seamstress. Among her 
children were Mack Higgs, Willie Higgs, Estella Higgs 
Johnson James, Bennie Higgs, Thomas Higgs, and George 
D. Higgs who spent 30 years with the U.S. Navy. His 
tour covered both wars. 


Cousin: Thomas "Coot” Higgs; his daughter, Dova Higgs 
Tinsley and granddaughter, Cindy Tinsley Thompson. 


Cousin: Irene Higgs Kendall, her daughter Jane Kendall 
Patterson and grandchildren, Vada Patterson, Byron Pat- 
terson, Joey and Carla. 


Cousin: Agatha Higgs Jackson, and children: Hazel 
Ann, Atha, Hettie, Sidney T. and Michael. 


Cousin: Estella Higgs Johnson James, her daughter, 
Alethea Johnson Whitlock, grandson, Charles Whitlock. 
Daughters: Sallie Johnson Bell, Katy Johnson, Elnora 
Johnson, Estella Beatrice Johnson Caldwell, and Marga- 








rite Johnson. 
ren, Marlene, 


Black Family Tree 


A son, Milton "Buck” Johnson. Grandchild- 
Preston and Michael. 





Among those 
Simmons, Alma 


School Days -- Pleasant Ridge 1912 





pictured are: Frances Bell, Virgie 
Smith, Adolph. Carbon, Ione Smith, 


Aleathea Johnson, and Mrs. Theodora Jackson Smith. 
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Top Row: Miss Theodora Jackson, Authella Jackson, Stephen Hines, Douglas Tinsley, 
Dorothy Mason, Beatrice Johnson, Milton Harris, Ava Howard. 

Middle Row: Mack Tinsley, Mattie T. Simmons, William French, William Young, Marbee 
Mason Harry Young, Emma Barnes, Chester French, John Maurice French. 

Bottom Row: Moorman French, Clarance Lane, Margarite Johnson, Vanera Mason, Alice 
Acton, Lewis Barnes, Oscar Ray Acton, Charles Herbert Young. 
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AUNT. MALINDA SIMMONS TINSLEY, AND MY 
GRAND MOTHER, KATHERINE SIMMONS BELL were 
twins. Daughter of Mildred and Stephen Simmons. They 


were born in 1875. Katherine died in 1901 -- Malinda in 
1956, 





Aunt Malinda, Uncle George Tinsley and Irene Higgs 
Tinsley Kendall 


. a i ee gy 
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GREAT AUNT OCTAVIA SIMMONS SHIVELY, sister of a | 
Stephen and Harry Simmons, was born in Virginia. It is 1! 
said that the gangster, JESSE JAMES, used to hide in 

her orchard. Her son, Leslie Shively, was a farmer of 
great magnitude. Her grand-daughter, Leslie Leontyvone 
Shively Smith, was my fourth grade teacher. She was | 
also my high school math instructor and advisor. She is 

author of Black History of Muhlenberg County, Kentuc- 

ky. Other descendants of Aunt Octavia are: Edmonia | 
Shively Howard, Charm Howard, Patricia Smith Robinson, | 
Leslie Smith Tucker and Richard Walker Shively. 


Around Muhlenberg 












with Mrs. | Leslie Shively Smith 








Patricia Smith 
Leslie Charlene Smith 
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Mack Higgs 
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ot ‘emall beat’ 
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82-year-old tobacco farmer says crop 
this year may be biggest and best yet 


By GARRY ABRAMS 
Messenger and Inquirer Staff 


When he was 10 or 11° Mack Higgs 
worked his first todacco crop. 

That was more than 70 years ago 

This year, at age 82, he's raising yet an- 
other crop and this one’s ' got ‘em all beat.’ 
hesays He may be right 

‘In a year when Daviess County farmers 
have been having spotty Tuck with their 
premier crop Higgs duriey is standing as 
tall ag his § feet § inches and fuller than his 
slim frame 

This year s stand looks so good to him 
that he’s expecting 'o get a dollar a pound 
for the burle, and 4 total of $3,000 for both 
the burley and dark he is raising. 

In his words “hen tobacco markets open 
this fall. he |} be «\uecting burley to go on 
up vonder ~ 

Whatever hes ‘inally paid, Mack Higgs 
already takes pleasure in showing a visitor 





his half acre of broad-leaved, nearly mature 
plants 

To get there, he hops into his red pickup 
and drives aiong a rutted lane and through 
mud holes, stopping the truck finally beside 
his tail tobacco flanked by 27 acres of corn 

Then he'll pace along an outside row, 
pointing to individual plants. “Doesn't that 
look good?'’ or stopping briefly to make 
some minute examination. 

Over the years, including the three dec- 
ades he has owned his 32-acre farm in south- 
em Daviess County. Higgs has come to 
know tobacco the way horse fanciers know 
bad bets. 

For instance, it seems he could spot a 
worm at 50 paces and tell how harmful it 15 

Of course, some years haven't always 
been as good as this one In the 1930s he 
raised several acres of tobacco and got only 
about $100 for the entire crop. 

But through bad times and good. Higgs 
seems to have weathered tt atl raesarbahiy 


ta iss A ee oe 


well. Just looking at him it's hard to believe 
he's in his eighties And he is active encugh 
to work most of his crops and supervise 
some chores. such as spraying tobacco 
plants. 


He has lived in Daviess County all his life, 
never leaving for very long. he says. He has 
been a farmer almost exclusively and he 
hopes to continue for a while — he turned 
down an offer of $1,000 an acre for his farm 
recently 


Like any farmer he is looking ahead to 
what must be done next He'll have to start 
cutting the tobacco next week, he says 


But the thing he’s really looking forward 
to and really brings a gleam to his eve is the 
fall sale and the money he'l! make. 

Mack Higgs is wel] aware that inflation ts 
cutting the value of his dollar. Nonetheless, 
he says of the $3.000 he hopes to make. 

‘That's real money. even if it don't go no- 
where — 


iat 5° ee. — —————— 
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WHERE THE TALL TOBACCO GROWS -- 
Mack Higgs, right, shows Tom Curtsinger, 
county extension agent, his 1970 burley crop. 
Higgs and many other farmers in Daviess 


County believe that it’s the best tobacco crop 
in several years. 
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Cousin, Alethea Johnson Whitlock, of Youngstown, 
Ohio; formerly of Drakesboro. She is famous for her 
culinary art. She and my mother used to make ice cream 
to sell for BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH. Some times they 
would allow Charles and me to sample their product 
before taking it to the church. On one occasion (to their 
chagrin), they refused us a sample. They found that 
they had used liniment instead of vanilla for flavoring. 
Cousin Alethea is a great-granddaughter of Mildred 
Simmons of Pleasant Ridge. 
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Uncle Erick Simmons and Aunt Estella Simmons 





1892 AUNT ESTELLA SIMMONS 1983 


In 1931, Aunt Estella came to Drakesboro and brought 
me and my mother, Frances Bell Harris, to SIMMONS 
FARM PLEASANT RIDGE. My mother was critically ill. 
By 1934, Aunt Estella and other family members had 
nursed her back to health. For many years, she was the 
matriarch of the Simmons Clan, always relating history 
and tradition. She was the same age as that of her 
church, SWEENEY STREET BAPTIST. Her parents were 
among the founders. Her children were; Burl Simmons, 
Mildred Simmons Tinsley, Mattie T. Simmons Brizendine, 
Maggie Virginia Simmons Howard and George, James and 
Nannie who died in infancy. 
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MILDRED SIMMONS 





Mildred Tinsley, eldest daughter of Uncle Erick and 
Aunt Estella. She is an industrious home-maker. Her son, 
Ed Tinsley is a graduate of BRESCIA COLLEGE and is 
a social worker. Ed's children are; Teresa, Ed, Jr. and 
James L., Mattie T. and I used to walk the 2 miles to 
the PLEASANT POINT CHURCH & SCHOOL. Some times 
we rode on the fenders of Uncle's new Chevy. She has 
a daughter, Margaret Faye Haynes, and a granddaughter, 
Lynn Haynes. 
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| Margaret Faye Haynes, 
Great-granddaughter of Mil- 
| dred and Stephen Simmons | 
/ of Pleasant Ridge. i 
| Residing on Rudy Martin © 

Drive in Owensboro. 





Lynn Haynes,  great-great- a 
granddaughter of Mildred and | 
Stephen Simmons. 
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EUFAULA HIGGS JACKSON 


Cousin Harold Simmons, Dorothy Sue, Burl Dean Sim- 
mons, Jerry, James and Ron are children and grandchild. 
ren of Burl Simmons. Pictured above is Cousin Eufaula 
Higgs Jackson of Milwaukee, formerly of 711 Elm St., 
Owensboro, Kentucky. She has two children; Dianne and 
Skeet. She was my advisor and lived to be 99. Pictured 
on the next page are her father, Willie Higgs, and his 
wife, Cousin Annie. 
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Cousin Willie and Annie Higgs 


Cousins Ella Jackson and Sallie Shaw were sisters. 
They were nieces of Great-grandmother Mildred. Cousin 
Elia's children are: Hardin Sidney Jackson, Hettie, 
Authella, Wilma and Matthew Jackson. 
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Back Row: Great-grandmother, Mildred Simmons, Aunt 
Hettie Jackson and Pianist Lora Jackson. Front: Cousin 
Ella Jackson, Authella {in arms) Aunt Malinda Tinsley, 
Hettie, Wilma Jackson, Irene Higgs Tinsley Kendall, 
Hardin Sidney Jackson and his father Albert. Matthew 
Jackson is on the back row. 
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PATERNAL FAMILY TREE 


Nelson Harris*, a slave, married Harriet Robeson. They 


had two sons, John and Abner. Their descendants are 
listed below. 


I. John Harris* 


9 OW > 


. George Harris* 

. Susie Harris* 

. Elvis Harris* 

_ Vertrice Harris* married a Turner. 1898 - 1958 


1. James Turner* 1915 - 1959 


II. Abner Harris* 1857 - 1935 


oO) 0 


. John Harris* 

. Warren Harris* 
. Milton Harris 

. Minnie Harris* 


1. Burt Graham* 
a. Reba Graham 


. Mossie Harris* 


1. Ethel Dean* 1910 - 1933 
a. Margaret June Dean Coleman born 1933. 

(1) Rodney Dean 
(2) Patrice Coleman 

2. Valencia Dean married Roland Hayes Warford. 

. Billy Warford* 

. Ronnie Warford 

. Rolencia Warford 

. Rolunda Warford 

. Thelma Warford 

Velma Warford 

Derric Warford 

{i} Derric Warford, Jr. 

. Reggie Warford 

Sharon Warford. 


sr amhooao oo 


*Deceased 
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Rodney Dean graduated from high school in 1975. He 
served in the U.S. Army from 1979 to 1982. He was sta- 
tioned in Germany for two years. He is a communica- 


tions specialist, having graduated in 1983 from the Union 
Carbide T-12 Training & Technology program in Oak 
Ridge, Tennessee. He currently resides in Owensboro. 
For many years, [ was the youngest of the Harris clan 
of Russellville and Drakesboro. Now, in 1984, I am the 
elder of the Nelson Harris descendants. They are: Reba 
Graham of Bartly, West Virginia; Rodney Dean, Margaret 


THE WARFORDS 


The Warfords are a distinguished black family of 
Drakesboro, Kentucky. They are descendants of the 
slave, Nelson, and the coal miner, Abner Harris. They 
are nieces and nephews of this writer, Milton Harris. 
The mother, Valencia Dean Warford, is a graduate of 
the Drakesboro Community High School and is a founder 
of the Dean Memorial Church of God in Christ. 

Among the most outstanding was the famous U.K. 
basketball star, Reggie Warford. He was also an assist- 
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Warford 





REGGIE, a nephew 
Harris Clan 
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REGGIE WARFORD 
U K 1974 








: 
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VERTRICE HARRIS TURNER 


Cousin Vertrice Harris Turner (1898 - 1958) was a 
member of the Russellville family. She moved to Louis- 
ville and was a devout Christian worker in the Emmanuel 
Baptist Church. She was the mother of James Turner. 
Vertrice kept communications going among family 
members in four cities. Her brother, George, of Chicago 
was a Derby fan. He left the coal mine and became 
wealthy in his Chicago real estate business. His estate 
has been solvent for eleven years. 
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This is where the writer entered the second grade in 
1930. The teacher was Mrs. Meacie Rhodes Dukes (on 
the photo). After graduating from the Pleasant Ridge 
School in 1936, the writer returned to DCHS. Here he 
ran errands for the coach-principal, managed the basket- 
ball team, studied vocal music with Mrs. Blanche Elliott, 
Piano with Mrs. Annie Stumn and Miss Naomi Smith, 
played the piano for Bethel Baptist Church and was an 
honor graduate in 1940. 

After graduating from the Howard University College 
of Fine Arts in 1952, I returned to DCHS as a teacher. 
I was assigned the eighth grade home-room, taught music 
education for seven years, trained the Glee Club and 
played for the last commencement in 1964. 

My cousin, Leslie Shively Smith, was my teacher in 
both Pleasant Ridge and DCHS. She was also teaching 
during my faculty tenure at Drakesboro, Kentucky. 


| lll SS = 


45 Soe pak 


Standing: Miss Cathonia Morris, Mrs. Blanche G. Elliott (vocal 
Music), Miss Naomi Smith (piano). 

Seated: Cousin Leslie Shively Smith (Author-Mathematician), Miss 
Sophronia Robinson, Mrs. Carrie Dunlap Smith (Library and 


Literature), My first teacher at DCHS-Mrs. Meacie Rhodes Dukes, and 
Miss Ivy Traylor. 
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BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH 
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My father, Abner Harris, was a deacon in the Bethel 
Baptist Church at Drakesboro, Kentucky. My earliest 
memory is when an old frame structure was torn down 
in the late 1920's. While the new church was being 
built, we went to worship in the Moody Theater. I spent 
many happy days playing in the grove in front of the 
church. I remember the first Sunday we had church in 
the new building. Mrs. Annie Stumn, the piano teacher, 
had trained the choir. The Reverend Estell, pastor, was 
an exciting preacher. Our music during the early days at 
Bethel was enhanced by the Dulin Family Singers. 

Mr Tom Simmons was dean of the choir. 





DRAKESBORO COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL 
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Centh Street 
Missionary Baptist Church 


1213 East Tenth Street Owensboro, Kentucky 4230) 
Weekly Reflector 
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CHURCH WORSHIP 





SCHOOL Wah 
O30 be 
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) 
HERMAN E. FLOYD, B.A., B.Th.. D.D.. PASTOR 
220 Middleground Drive Phone 926-2440 
CHURCH TREASURER —Della Lowery ASSISTANT TREASURER--Dorothy Douglas 
FINANCIAL SECRKETAR Y—Julicte Bennett. ASSISTANT FINANCIAL SEC. —Mary Calhoun 
CHURCH CLERK --Patrieia MeNary ASSISTANT CLERK—Nancy Humphrey 
Deacon J. B. Tandy, Clirmn, TRUSTEE BOARD 
Deacon Kermit Brown, Emeritus Brother Melvin Smith, Chrmn 
Deacon Isaac Brown, Emeritus Deacon Isaac Brown 
Deacon Jerry Goodwin Brother George Calhoun 
Deacon Samuel Tandy Deacon Jerry Goodwin 
Pro-Tem Deacon Danny Graham Deacon J. B. Tandy 
Deacon Samuel Tandy 
BEAUTIFICATION TREASURER és Deaconess Nancy Humphrey 
CHURCH MISSION BENEVOLENCE ie ae: Brother Harold Douglas 
BUILDING FUND TREASURER _.. .....+. Brother Hugh Cooper 


CHURCH PHONE 684-8116 
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AIRCRAFT CARRIER USS TICONDEROGA 
THE BIG "T" WORLD WAR II 


"JOIN THE NAVY AND SEE THE WORLD" 


I enlisted in the U.S. Navy on Feb. 14, 1941. On this 
day, I took an oath to be true to this country until 
death. There were also economic reasons behind my 
decision to join the Navy. I had no money for college. 
Uncle Sam's $21.00 per month looked good to me. 

I saw action early against German U-Boats in the 
North Atlantic. 

Among vessels served: Battleship USS Wyoming, Troop 
Ship USS Kent, Supply Ships Pollox and Kiluea, and Car- 
rier Ticonderoga CV14. 





28 Black Family Tree 


JAMES TURNER 


James Turner was the only grand-child of the entire 
Russellville family. The loner went to Louisville and 


became a street wise cab driver. His dates are 1915 - 
1959, 





A military burial for James Turner, Zachary Taylor 
National Cemetery, Louisville, Kentucky 1959. 
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HOWARD UNIVERSITY COMMENCEMENT 
1952 





MUSIC CLASS ABOVE MARCHES TO 
BACCALAUREATE 





On June 13, 1952, I was among some 629 graduates at 
Howard University, Washington, DC. The classes from 13 
schools and colleges assembled on the lawn in front of 
Frederick Douglass Hall. Fifteen thousand people came 
to hear President Harry S Truman deliver a civil rights 
talk. Educators Mary McCloud Bethune and Mary Church 
Terrell (1865 - 1954) were among the protocol. The pres- 
ident praised the tate Dr. Charles Drew for his develop- 
ment of blood plasma. He also expressed his regrets of | 
opportunities being denied a talented people. Mine was as |. 
bachelor of music education degree. 
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15,000 ATTEND 

, CEREMONIES 

! AT HOWARD U . 

! iran i | 

'Commitheenant Talk 
By President 


| 
i (Picture on Page 12) 





Nearly 15,000 persons saw How- 
ard university confer degrees on 
629 graduates at colorful and im- 
pressive exercises on the campus 
here after President Truman deliv: 
ered the commencement address 
yesterday. 

The graduates represent 35 
(States, the District, and 13 foreign 
| countries. They recelyed degrees 
ifanging from bachelor of arts to 
doctor of medicine. Two honarary | 
degrees were conferred. 


| Achitect Honored 


Paul Revere Williams, noted | 
Negro architect, was awarded the 
honarary degree of doctor of sr- 
chitecture. To Julius Waties War- | 
ing, district judge of the federal | 
courts, went the honorary degree 
of doctor of laws, 

Among the graduates was Ger- 
aldine Y. Young of Louisville, Ky... 
the first woman in the history of 
the university to be awarded a 
bachelor of science degree in 
mechanical engineering. 

Another outstanding graduate 
is LaSalle D. Leffall of Quincr, 
‘Filg., who in addition to receiving 
his M.D. degree attained the high- 








‘ est scholastic average in 24 years 


‘for medical school gratluates, 

\" Dr. Leffall maintained an aver- 
age of 99.7 in surgery and won: 
‘three top honors worth $150 each 
‘in medicine, obstetrics and gyne- 
cology and surgery. He will serve 
his internship at Phillips hospital, 
St. Louis. 

| This year’s college of medicine 
|sraduating class is the largest in 
‘the school’s history—74 students. 
| Another Story on Page § } 
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Y F LY TREE 
EDMOND Murray, Slave Ancestor. 


COUSINS: Bud Murray, Prudence Murray Smith, Mur- 
ray Murray, Luther Murray, and Ernest Murray. Cousin, 
Lavetta Murray Baker and son Edwin Baker. Cousin, 
fone Smith Patterson. Cousin, Alma Smith. Cousin Alber- 
ta Smith and Cousin Cora Smith. 
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COUSIN LAVETTA MURRAY BAKER AND CLASS 








32 Black Family Tree 
1864 GRANDFATHER JOHN BELL 1948 


John Bell jumped fences in 1900 as he ran to tell the 
news of his daughter's birth. He was widowed a year 
later in 1901 and became an excellent cook. He was al- 
so a famous gambler and dedicated farmer. He post- 
poned church membership until he had finished comitting 
sins. When he was 65 years old, my mother and I watch- 
ed his baptism in the SHIVELY POND. When the minis- 
ter planted him in the water, gran-ded lost his chewing 
gum. Some people said that a deck of cards floated out 


on the water. He always called God "THE OLD MAS.- 
TER.” 


GREAT-GRAND UNCLE HARRY SIMMONS lived across 
PARK ROAD from the Stephen Simmons Farm. I do not 
remember his son Oscar. However, there was another 
son, Cousin Mal. His daughter was VIRGIE SIMMONS 
ACTON BELL. Among her children were; OSCAR RAY 
ACTON, ALICE ACTON, LUVENIA BELL and others. 

















"Slavery to 1984" 33 


BELL FAMILY TREE LINE 
i AUNT MOZELLA BELL SHAW, AND GRAND-DAD JOHN 
| BELL were sister and brother. Among their cousins were 
the Bells of Pleasant Ridge and cousin Annice Bell Will- 

ingham of Owensboro. Among the Bell descendants are; 
i organist Marion Willingham, Gwen Willingham, Fannie 
i Willingham Miles, Luvenia Willingham, Agnes Griffith. 


| Mary Sue Willingham Bryant 
i Mary Sue Bryant Morton 
Martha Bryant 
Kerry Bryant 
Jonah Willingham - Clara Mae Miles 
Frank Owens 
Meka Owens 
Maude Anna Miles 
Sarah Willingham Curry 
Rosie Willingham Jones 


Jan Carl Jones Rosie Willingham Jones 
George Jones Frank Joseph Miles 
Jimmie Moorman Annice Bryant 

Elvis Jr. Bryant 
Jonah Willingham II Reginald Willingham 





Organists MARION WILLINGHAM and MILTON 
HARRIS 
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PATRONS AND SOURCES 





Mrs. Theodora Jackson Smith 
"ORAL TRADITION" 
Mr, John Haynes 
"ORAL TRADITION MURRAY FAMILY" 
Mrs. Leslie Shively Smith 
"BLACK HISTORY OF MUHLENBERG COUNTY” 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward B. Render 
THE REV. JOHN BROWN 
Lee Bogarth 
Mrs. Mary Winstead 
Dorothy Ann Douglas 
Dr. and Mrs. Herman E. Floyd 
Mrs. Dova Tinsley 
Mrs. Fannie Miles 
Organist Marion Willlingham 
Ed Tinsley and Mildred Tinsley 
Tom O'Bryan and mother 
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Smith 
Mr. and Mrs. James Ballard 
Yellow Cab Company 
Blessed Sacrament Church 
Central and Josephine Holman 
Jacondino Brizendine 
J. B. Tandy 
Harold Dougias 
Emma Jean Johnson, in memoriam 
Tru Miller Wimsatt 
Elizabeth Tyler Brewer, friend of Frances Johnson 
James Young - data and statistics 
Mr. and Mrs. Gand Wooden 
Foster Parents of Milton Harris. 
"Miss Sallie", in Memoriam 
Nettie Mae Dickerson Johnson 
Father Rhodes, Fr. Snow and Fr. Baker at the cathe- 
dral 
Frances Johnson - at Connors Center 
Thelma and 0. V. Buck 
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(Patrons Cont.) 


Mrs. Lillian Wright 

Rev. Larry Lewis 

Mrs. Mae Crump 

Mrs. Sue B. Boyd 

James Henry Tinsley 
William C. Smith 

Robert Lee Wiliams 

Rev. and Mrs. Sylvester Thomas 
James McNary 

Mrs. Maude Hopson 

Mrs. Geneva Rivers 

Mrs. Gustava Hayden 

Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Perkins 
Mrs. Janice Wells 

Mrs. Ollie Crowe 

Minnie Willingham 

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Evans 
Miss Betty Merriweather 
Mr. Danny Graham 

Rev. G. E. Riley 

Brenda Graham 

Mary Calhoun 

Mrs. Addie Norris 

Mrs. Birdie Goodwin 

Mrs. Katie Howard 

Mrs. Naoma Deal 

Mrs. Lucille Owsley 

Sam Gilbert 

J. W. and Grace Johnson 
Bessie Mae Johnson 

Mrs. H. L. Neblett 

Mrs. Betty Curry 

Mrs. Rachel Young 

Mr. Pauli Jackson 

Rev. James Deloathe 
Beulah Newton, in memoriam 
Beulah Faxio, in memoriam 
Martine Johnson, in memoriam 
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Chester Johnson, in memoriam 

Raymond Johnson, in memoriam 

Henry Lee Johnson, in memoriam 

Robert and Vera Rates 

Rev. J. C. Rucker, Jr. 

Mrs. Henry D. Pry 

Mrs. Helen Schwartz 

Rev. Earl Hocker, Jr. 

Mrs. Addie Talbott 

Mrs. Mary F. Morris 

Rev. Lamont Jones 

Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Bush 

Rev. and Mrs. R. L. McFarland 

Mrs. Floy McFarland, in memoriam 

Dwight McFarland, baritone soloist 

Mrs. Houston Hogg 

Mrs. Portia Bradshaw 

Mrs. Henrietta Jackson, Poet, in memoriam 
and daughter Edna 

Mrs. S. O. McClure, soprano soloist 

Mr. and Mrs. H. E. Fields 

Mr. Richard Brown, tenor soloist 

Mrs. Christine Smith 

Rev. Gordon, Church of God 

James McNary, Choirister, Church of God 

Phillip Ware, Educator, in memoriam 

Mr. Hugh Cooper 

Mr. Herchel Smith 

Robert and Audrey Smith 

Joe B. Moorman, Police Officer and a Knight of Col- 
umbus. 

Dr. R. C. Neblett, in memoriam 

Jamie Curry, in memoriam 

Wesley Acton, Historian 

Abraham Lincoln Shauntee 

S. A. Hines, WW II casualty 

Fr. Maurice J. Tiel 

Edna Barnes 
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Mr. and Mrs. C. D. Davidson 

| Emmitt Walker, Scientist 
: Prof. and Mrs. Howitt Mathis 
Coach J. N. Kendall, in memoriam 
Mr. Sam Kendall 
James Mason, in memoriam 
W. A. Howard 
Veronica Sheiton Stewart 
Benzeli Bard, Soloist 
Charles William Lacy, in memoriam 
Chester Dukes 
Haze] Tuncle Cunningham 
Thelma Wimbley 
L. D. and Andrea Phelps 
Margaret Render 
Norman Pritchitt 
Mrs. Dorothy Martin 
Sam and Roberta Gilbert 
Adell Blood 
James H. Tinsley 
Charles Leachman 
Daisey James 
Joe Patterson 
Judge Dean, in memoriam 
Leon Coleman 
Cora Higgs 
Gertrude Merriweather Higgs, in memoriam 
Charlie Cash Smith, in memoriam 
Charlesetta Barnes Simmons, in memoriam 
Rev. Elias S. Brooks, Jr. 
Samuel Wilhite 
Golden Acton and wife 
Martin Smith, in memoriam 
Mr. Tom Simmons 

"The Century Old" 
Mrs. Alice Tutt, Contralto Soloist 
Rev. Terry Tutt 
Michael Morton 
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Loretta and Monica Goodwin 

Barbara Wimsatt, Talented Pianist 

Robert Edward Hagan 
at Fr. Connors Center 

Carol Hatchett 

Sister Carmelita Mattingly, Scientist, 
killed at the church door in Knottsville, 

in memoriam 

Sister Jane Frances 

Lena Acton Tinsley 

Emma Frances Barnes Acton 

Geraldine Carter 

Eva Catherine Acton 

Menefee Family 

Mrs. Lorraine Young 

Duncan Whitlock, in memoriam 

James Tinsley, in memoriam 

Roland Hayes Warford 

Pete Johnson, in memoriam 

Clara Myles, in memoriam 

John Howard, in memoriam 

Henry Glover, in memoriam 

Jessie Caldwell, in memoriam 

Artist Bell, in memoriam 

Adolph Carbon, in memoriam 

Zula, Kizzie, Payton, Chauncy, Henry and Annice Bell, 
in memoriam 

Joanne Moorman 

Stella Mae Arnold Riley, Pianist 

Mrs. Estella Moss 

Sue Hunt, Pianist 

Rev. Willard N. Hunt 

Geneva Smith, Choirister 

Kenny Rowans, Lector, Connors Center 

Lucie Mae Rowans, in memoriam 

Rev. Frank Sweeney 

Mr. and Mrs. A. O. Morgan 

Sr. Margaret Spaulding, at the Cathedral 
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Mayor Dan Washington, City of Drakesboro 
Natasha Frierson, Medical Schoo! Detroit 
Monica Goodwin, Berea College 

Melvin Robinson, Ballet Teacher, Detroit 
Fred Rush, Dayton, Ohio 

Edward Carey, Washington, D.C. 
Carmencita Norman 


Hattie Curry 
Dean Warner Lawson, Howard University 


Madeline Coleman, Howard University 
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MISCELLANY 


POSTLUDES 


ADDENDA 
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MILTON HARRIS was in the regular U.S. Navy and 
served the entire WW Ii. 





| MILTON STEPHEN HARRIS 
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if ADDENDA 


RAKKETRATKHATAREERKETCECALS 


DATES ON THE FACADE OF THE PLEASANT POINT 
CHURCH ARE 1872. 


On Aug. 14, 1936, 22 year old black man named Rain- 
ey Bethea was hanged in Owensboro. The hanging before 
a crowd of 20,000 persons was for the rape of a 70 
year old white woman. Bethea was the last man in 
America to be executed on a public gallows. Aunt Ma- 
linda Tinsley and I watched the bumper to bumper cars 
enroute to Owensboro on 231. 


| SSERETETSTEXSEAKTKRAAASELETAKS 


| [ attended Howard University on the G I Bill of 

Rights. However, the 3,000-member METROPOLITAN 
BAPTIST CHURCH in Washington was my sponsor. This 
church had a piano in all rooms, 18 choirs and a Moller 
organ bought in 1928 for $30,000 dollars. 


SESTAKATARATTIECKAKECKAAKKAS 


a 


Lf Mire 





The Moller Organ 
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FRED DOUGLASS HALL COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS 
AND THE WASHINGTON MONUMENT. 





Lastly, my mother's favorite pet, Blondie. 


x: eS a 


EPILOGUE: "THOUGH TIMES WON'T LAST. BUT 
TOUGH PEOPLE WILL." Dr. H. E. Floyd. 
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HARRIS 


The death of ETHEL DEAN of Drakesboro in 1933, 
was a great, great loss to me. [ was 10 years old at 
the time. She was my niece and had been baby-sitter for 
me. I used to run the mile to her house, when she lived 
in Browder. Our village was saddened by the passing of 
the dashing 23 year old. I think of her when the dove 
sings in the spring. She is buried in Browder, behind the 
Baptist Church. Father Abner and brother John are in 
the same Cemetery. 

She is mother of Valencia Warford of Drakesboro and 
Margaret Coleman of Owensboro, Ky. 


In Memoriam 





ETHEL DEAN 
1910 - 1933 
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SIMMONS 





DAY OF DESPAIR 

In late summer 1934, my ailing “mama Frances” awoke 
to serious pain. We lived in the smaller house at Sim- 
mons Place. 

I, an 11 year old, walked 8 miles to a farm where 
Grand-father, John Bell was working in tobacco. Having 
told him of her condition, I returned to Simmons Place. 
When I arrived, at dark, there was an ambulance in 
front of the house. I looked on the door, it read; 
AGNEW & WHEATLEY FUNERAL HOME. I assumed 
"mama Frances’ must be dead. However, to my delight 
when I entered the house, she sat up and gave me 
instructions. I was to be obediant to Aunt Estella, Aunt 
Malinda and my teacher, Miss Theodora Jackson. Miss 
Inez Agnew, driver of the ambulance took her to 
OWENSBORO DAVIESS COUNTY HOSPITAL where she 
recovered. 

After this incident, Frances lived well for 39 years. 


"In God we trust, in Billy we Must" was a slang term 
used by Drakesboro Coal miners. Bill Bridges was presi- 
dent of the company. 


RARREKEREES 


A Sheriff’s posse killed Bill Pitt on the tree line be- 
hind the Pleasant Point Church. I do not know the ex- 
tent of his crimes, but he had visited us at 90 ACRES. 
Our class watched in shock as Pitt fell in the snow. 


ESKAERAKEREE 
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HARRIS FAMILY TREE: 


Stephen Simmons helped his friend, Charlie Jackson, to 
hide $500 dollars in a tree before they left for the 
CIVIL WAR. Jackson was a casualty. Simmons distribut- 
| | ed the money from a can to the Jackson Family. Charlie 
| Jackson is grand-father of Miss Theodora Jackson. 








| 
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HORSES GRAZED AT 90 ACRES 


This was a well stocked acreage. It had truck gar- 
dens, tobacco patches, orchards, Natural springs, ponds, 
wells, and trees. Among the trees were; Damson, Hickory 
nut, wild cherry, persimmon, walnut, and many varieties 
of apple. “Mama Frances” bought a piano from her $100 


dollar tobacco patch. 
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' GRAND-MOTHER KATHERINE SIMMONS BELL 
. 1875-1901 


Twin sister of MALINDA SIMMONS TINSLEY, wife of 
JOHN BELL, mother of Frances Bell 1900 - 1973. "Mama 
Frances” never knew her mother. She was reared by her 
grandmother Mildred Simmons. 








Ei a ee 
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TRENT JACKSON 


My foster-son, Trent Jackson, is known for his char- 
ity. During the blizzards of the late 1970's, he made 
daily rounds to check the health and safety of elderly 
residents in Owensboro's west end. He toured Kentucky 
with the EVANGEL CHOIR OF WEST NINTH STREET 
CHURCH OF GOD, enabling them to win Tri-State 
competition and trophies. He was homecoming king at 
Owensboro High School. 
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ney 29 1923 : wir a e “1900. i 





: BURIAL SPACES FOR THE AUTHOR AND MOTHER 
| IN ELMWOOD CEMETERY, Owensboro, Ky. 


A Simmons 5 grave burial plot is in the Pleasant Point 
Cemetery in Pleasant Ridge. Buried in the plot left to 
right are: Mildred Simmons 1838-1941, Stephen Simmons 
1844-1933, Katherine Bell 1875-1901, grave unmarked, 
John Bell 1864-1948, grave unmarked, Erick Simmons 
died 1955 marker ? 
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MAGGIE VIRGINIA SIMMONS HOWARD 


The last visit of Stephen Simmons was to see his new 


grand-baby, Cousin Maggie Virginia, on Dec. 4, 1933. He 
was near blind and fell in the middle of SIMMONS 


PLACE as he returned home. He never came out again 
and died on Dec. 30, 1933. 





Black Family Tree 


READIED FOR WAR 
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JAMES MCNARY, Choirister, West Ninth Street 
Church of God toured Ky with the Evangel Choir. 











Warford given ‘Most Courageous’ award 


Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH — Reggie Warford, 
a University of Pittsburgh‘assistant 
basketball coach who saved an elder- 
ly Kentucky man and woman from a 
house fire, has received the 1984 
“Most Courageous’’ award as se- 
lected by the U.S. Basketball Writers 
Association. 

A $1,000 check in the name of War- 
ford, a former University of Ken- 
tucky player from Drakesboro, will 
be presented to Pitt by the Adolph 
Coors Company, the award’s spon- 
sor, during the NCAA basketball fi- 
nals this weekend in Seattle. 

The award, first given in 1978, hon- 
ors a player, coach, official or some- 
one associated with basketball who 
demonstrates unusual courage “re- 
flecting honor on the sport,”’ accord- 
ing to the sponsor. 

A five-man writers’ committee se- 


lected Warford, who was driving 
through Lexington last September on 
a recruiting trip with Pitt Coach Roy 
Chipman when they spotted a house 
on fire. 

Warford saw two people through a 
window and immediately entered the 
house while Chipman went to call au- 
thorities. 

“There was this old man and he 
had fallen across the couch. It looked 
like he had just given up,’’ Warford 
said. ‘“‘The smoke was really bad. 
Apparently, someone had knocked 
over a stove or heater. 

“Anyway, I could see part of the 
couch, the rug and curtains on fire. It 
seemed like everything was catching 
fire.”’ 

Warford picked up the man and 
carried him out of the house on his 
shoulders. On his way out, he spotted 
an elderly woman lying on the floor. 


He then returned and picked up the 
woman, who was crying, ‘“‘My baby, 
my baby.” 

Thinking the woman was referring 
to another person, Warford entered 
the house a third time but could find 
no one else inside. He later learned 
the woman, dazed by the fire, was 
referring to a daughter who lived in 
another part of town. 


Warford has received both the 
Kentucky Medal of Valor from Gov. 
John Y. Brown and a letter of com- 
mendation from President Reagan. 


“Personally, I don't think it is right 
to call someone a hero because they 
do something that you hope is second 
nature to them,” Warford said. ‘I 
just followed my nature and my up- 
bringing in trying to bring those peo- 
ple out of the house. I’m just glad we 
helped avert a tragedy.” 


esa, Aytueg yoerg 
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In Loving Memory 





MR. GEORGE D. HIGGS 


1898 ; 1978 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMEER 13, 1978 
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Mary Camp Proctor dies 
in Owensboro at age 106 


Mary Camp Proctor, who three years 
ago attributed her longevity to ‘‘God’s will 
and because I stayed at home and took care 
of myself,’’ died Friday at 106. 


“Aunt Camp,” as she was known, was 
believed to be the second oldest resident of 
Owensboro at the time of her death. She 
had lived alone at her home on Hathaway 
Street until about 3 years ago. 


She had been a member of the Center 
Street Baptist Church since 1915 and regu- 
larly attended services until 1973. For more 
than 25 years she served as president of the 
Center Street Baptist Women’s Missionary 
Society. . 

She once said that she got the church- 
going habit as 26-year-old and at 101 voiced 
concern that not enough people were going 
to church. 

“When I was a girl, we had to go in buck- 
boards and now the people have the con- 


venience of a car and won't go,’ she said. 

She was described by a friend as ‘‘one of 
the most independent people [ have ever 
known” and was a strong Republican sup- 
porter. 

She was born Sept. 16, 1869, in eastern 
Owensboro near the Ohio River. She had 
been a resident of the Medco Center at the 
time of her death. She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Tom Proctor, in the 
1940s. 

She also had been a member of the Vol- 
unteer Club and was a Kentucky Colonel. 

Survivors include her nephew, Austin 
Speaks, and a niece, Ellen Hicks, both of 
Owensboro, two stepsons, Theodore Proc- 
tor and Leo Proctor, both of Indianapolis, 
Ind., six great nieces and a great nephew. 

Services will be at 2 p.m. Tuesday at 
Center Street Baptist Chruch. Burial will 
be in Elmwood Cemetery. Visitation after 2 
p.m. Monday at Young’s Funeral Home. 
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Natasha Fierson is a medical student at Michigan 
State College, Lansing, Michigan. She is grand-daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Edward B. Render of Owensboro. Nata- 
sha toured Kentucky with the Evangel Choir of the West 
Ninth Street Church of God. Rev. Slyvester Thomas was 
pastor of the church at that time. 


NATASHA 
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ELIZABETH BRANNON & RACHEL B. YOUNG, friends 
of Frances Bell 


HARRIS MURRAY 
grand grand 
MILTON LAVETTA 


Her grand-father 
is my g-g-g-grand 
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REGGIE, my grand-father is his g-g-g-grand 


NELSON 
ABNER 
MILTON AND MOSSIE, my half-sister 
ETHEL 
MARGARET 


PATRICE 


My grand-father is Patrice Coleman's g-g-g-grandfather. 









